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“We build too many walls and not enough bridges.” 
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Meeting  & Program Times 

All members and the public are invited to all meet-

ings and any of these free programs  
Business Meetings:  

6:30-8 PM, NHS museum,  
 Mon., November 12 
 Mon., December 10 (Board Member 
  Christmas party Pot Luck Dinner) 
 Mon., January 14 

Evening Programs:  

 No programs for Nov. thru Jan. 

 Sir Isaac Newton is considered by many to be one of the most im-
portant scientists in history.  In fact, Einstein himself claimed that New-
ton was the smartest person who ever lived!  For most people, the name 
Newton is synonymous with apples and gravity but he also developed 
the foundation for physics and calculus.  
 Just as Newton’s laws laid the foundation for classical mechanics, 
the “Newport Bridge Builders” laid a foundation of community service 
and pride through the reconstruction of the Corbin Covered Bridge. 
Let’s continue the spirit of building bridges of cooperation.         

From the President’s Pen   

by Cathryn  
Baird… 

2019 Corbin Covered Bridge Festival Progress 

 Sugar River Bank has donated a wonderful check in 
support of the 2019 Corbin Covered Bridge Festival.   
The bank included this lovely note:  
 “Sugar River Bank is pleased to sponsor the New-
port Historical Society with a $3,000 donation towards 
the Corbin Covered Bridge Festival, which is being 
held next year on Columbus Day weekend. Thank you 
to the Historical Society for all you do in the communi-
ty!” 

 
 
 
 
 

Dean Stetson, Mark Pitkin of the Sugar River Bank, 
and Jackie Cote,  smiling as the Sugar River Bank 

donates $3000 to the Corbin Covered Bridge Festival. 

Newport Historical Society’s Corbin Covered Bridge Festival 
Committee holds a meeting at the Bridge.  L to R are: Tobin 

Menard, Rita James, Tim Kelly, Jackie Cote, Larry Cote,  Paula 
Johnson, Cathryn Baird, Arthur Walsh, and Dean Stetson, 

kneeling in center. 

Cake for Newport’s Birthday  

NHS has always celebrated 
Newport’s birthday, Oct. 6.  
This year, this cake for the 
“Business After Hours” event 
at the NHS Museum, incor-
porated an edible photo of 
the Corbin Bridge in honor 
of the upcoming 2019 
Bridge Festival.   

Newport’s Birthday Cake 

Corbin Covered Bridge Festival 
Columbus Day Weekend 2019 

Main Event - Saturday, October 12, 2019 
At the Bridge & Parlin Field Turf Runway 
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The Woodbury Watch by Larry Cote 

 On September 15, 2018, Mr. & Mrs. Richard W. Sand-
ers, of Ashburn, Virginia, drove to Newport, N.H. and pre-
sented the Newport Historical Society Museum with a gold 
pocket watch from Newport’s Woodbury Jewelers Shop.  

  Mr. Sanders 
is a watch 
collector and 
had pur-
chased the 
watch in the 
early 1980’s 
from an an-
tique shop in 
the Washing-
ton D.C. 
area. 
 The watch is 
about 2 ½” in 
diameter 
with a white 

dial. On that dial is painted, “Geo. H. Woodbury’s, New-
port, N.H.”  When you open the back of the watch it is en-
graved, “Woodbury’s, Newport, NH. 

      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

 

 The watch is polished, runs and 
keeps the correct time. It was pre-
sented in a mahogany box. The watch 
was made by the Rockford Watch 
Co. of Rockford, Ill. in 1881, and has 
a Dueber watch case.  Woodbury’s, a 
licensed agent of Rockford, was 
allowed to put their store’s name 
on Rockford watches.   

 Amos O. Woodbury was born on March 11, 1825 in 
Unity, N.H. He moved to Newport in 1841 from 
Claremont, N.H. He first opened his jewelry store in the 
building that was much later razed in 1917 to build the cur-
rent Kendal Block. He then moved to the Wheeler block 
and in 1871 built the Woodbury Block. It was a two story 
building built of brick and considered fireproof throughout. 
The Woodbury Block was razed circa 1970’s to make room 
for the Citizens Bank building, now the location of the new 
Court House on the corner of West and Main Street. 

 George H. Woodbury, his son, was born January 22, 
1852. He learned the business from his father and was made 
a partner in 1873. The company operated under the name 
“A. O. & G. H. Woodbury 
until Amos died of a heart 
condition on January 9, 
1893. It is said, “they were 
Jewelers of the old stamp 
that could do practically 
anything in their line, jeal-
ous of the quality of their 
work and unwilling to allow anything cheap to leave the 
store”. 
 Amos was always interested in the development of Lake 
Sunapee as a Summer Resort and was one of its pioneers, 
building two cottages on the Lake. This explains why on one 

of his business cards they ad-
vertised selling fishing tackle 
and showed a fisherman catch-
ing his own pants while cast-
ing. Eyeglasses and silverware 
were also added to their line 

at some point in time. 
 George H. Woodbury died on October 8, 1915. The 
store was then operated by 
several merchants, but were 
unable to satisfy their custom-
ers. On January 1, 1919 Mar-
jorie A. Noury bought the 
store and made a success of it. 
I believe that Harrington’s is a 
direct descendant of the old 
Woodbury Jewelry Store sev-
eral owners removed. We 
know of four Woodbury 
watches, two silver and two 
gold, existing in this town today. Are there others?           
Let us know.     (Continued 

NHS President, Cathryn Baird, receiving 
the gold pocket watch donation from 

Richard W. Sanders.  

Watch face, with Geo. H. 
Woodbury’s name & 
Newport, NH, on it.  

Engraved Back view  

Label for Duber Case 

Woodbury’s business card 

Woodbury’s in the 
Woodbury Block 
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The treasurer’s Desk by Jackie Cote 

 In researching the Woodbury watch, I ran across an arti-
cle about the old clock that was in the Universalist church, 
built in 1837. I knew that the church was built in 1837 and 
had a clock in the tower. I knew that Wheeler’s History of 
Newport 1761-1878 said that the clock was sold to the 
Town of Newport in 1875 and installed in the Town Hall. 
Then, in 1885, the Town Hall burned! The only photograph 
I have seen of the Town Hall after the fire showed it had 
burned to the ground. (see below) 

 I assumed that somehow the clock was saved and was 
the same clock that is in the current Town Hall/Opera 
house.  But, the article that I found stated that George H. 
Woodbury was “sad to see the town lose the Town Hall but 
was glad to lose the old clock!” He was the one who had re-
moved that clock from the Universalist Church, straightened 
it out, and installed it in the, then current, Town Hall. It 
had taken a lot of work to keep the old clock running, for 
which he had been little compensated!  He said that the new 
clock, installed under his care in the rebuilt Town Hall in 
1886, was regular and keeping good time.  
 I should have realized the Universalist Church clock had 
not survived, after seeing the extent of the fire from the 
photograph, but just had never thought about it. We have 
faces and hands from the Town clock that were replaced at 
some point in time.  I assume they are from the 1886 clock. 
They are stored in the basement of the Opera House. 

Woodbury’s of Newport (continued) by Larry Cote 

 Fall has arrived, with winter not too far behind! The 
Farmer’s Market wrapped-up for the season on October 5 
and we are looking forward to transitioning to the Sugar 
River Bank foyer beginning on Friday, November 2 and 
ending Saturday, December 22. If shopping our gift bou-
tique at the museum on Sunday from 10am to 2pm is not 
convenient, you can catch us at the bank all day on Fridays 
and Saturdays until 11:30am. 
 We have further reduced pricing on our Sunshine 
sweatshirts from our regular price of $28, to $16.  Tee 
shirts are reduced from $17 to $9.50;  great sales price for 
your holiday shopping!  However, quantities are very lim-
ited. Size availability for tee shirts is 2 small and 3 large; 
and, for sweatshirts 5 small and 4 X-large.  
 New this year are 16oz, handled, ma-
son jar glasses, etched with the Opera 
House or Corbin Bridge.  We now have a 
16oz glass tankard with the Corbin Bridge 
image. Our photo pillows are available 
again this season with a beautiful winter 
photo of the Corbin Bridge, summer photo 
of the bridge portal or skating on the com-
mon. (See the insert for more photos.) 

 This year’s ornament is the parade favorite, “Leapin, 
Lena”.  A great new gift or stocking-stuffer items are the 
Suncatchers—3” diameter glass image of the Corbin Bridge 
available in blue, green or amber for hanging on your tree 
or in a window to catch the sun’s rays! We hope that you 
will shop with us again this season. Your purchase gives a 
loved one a piece of Newport while supporting your muse-
um building budget. Thanks in advance for your support! 
Membership Drive 
 Our annual drive is underway.  We ended the year on 
9/30/18, with a record 283 members. WOW! Considering 
that we only had 13 members in 2005, this growth in the 
small town of Newport is impressive.  The new member-
ship year began on October 1 and we already have 179 re-
newed members.  For those who haven’t renewed, please 
do it so that you can be part of the raffle drawing on No-
vember 20. Prizes are: $25 gift certificates from Shaws, La-
Valley Building Supply, and the Newport Historical Society 
boutique; brunch for two at the Courthouse Restaurant, and 
your choice of a print of one of Barbara Huff’s Newport 
paintings.  Don’t miss out!  And thanks for your support!  
(If this membership paragraph is circled, you have not yet 

renewed your membership.) 

The treasurer’s desk by Jackie Cote 

Glass tankard  
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The Museum Report by Larry Cote 

 Newport Historical Society Membership Form:   
Date: _______________   New Membership _______________  Renewal _______________   

Name(s) _______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 Address/City/State/Zip   _____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 Email _____________________________________________________________  Telephone _________________________________ 

 Personal Membership Type: _____ Individual ($15)  _____ Family ($25)  ____ Junior ($1) 

 Corporate/Business:  ___Bronze($25)   ___Silver ($50)   ___Gold ($75)   ___Platinum($100)   ___Diamond($100+) 

 Here’s my additional donation to the:  Museum $_________  Operating $_________  Building$_________   

 Life Membership ($250 - each person) _______  (Never have to renew again!) 

 Payment Method: _____ Cash   _____Check (Newport Historical Society)      Total Enclosed $___________________ 

 Please mail to:  Newport Historical Society,  PO Box 413, Newport, NH 03773 

 The third quarter of 2018 was very good for the New-
port Historical Society Museum.  We had 97 visitors sign 
the Museum’s register. We know that many do not sign the 
register so we feel that visitation is strong. 
 As always, the room displays have been changed for the 
coming year.  We have one upstairs room featuring items 
donated by Barbara Huff, including several of her oil paint-

ings, a curio cabinet and a 
large quantity of her collec-
tor glass & ceramics.  
 Downstairs, there is a 
split display.  Half of the 
items in the room are police-
related, in honor of the 150th 
anniversary of the Police De-
partment in Newport.  These 
include photos, badges, hats 
and some very interesting 

wrist and leg irons!   
 Sharing the space with the police items, is a collection  
featuring Newporter, Kenneth Andler, who the town has 
known as a Lawyer, a Writer and an Artist.  Before all of 
those careers, he was a Surveyor.  His collection of wonder-

ful photos of surveying work in the woods of New Hamp-
shire, and many of the surveying tools he used, are on dis-
play.   
 While you are downstairs, you can check out the new 
display of aluminum pots of all sizes in the kitchen.  Up-
stairs, in the bedroom, new paintings by local artists have 
been hung. 
 We are open Sundays, from 10 am until 2 pm, except 
for holiday weekends, or by calling 863-1294 for an ap-
pointment to visit the Museum at a more convenient time to 
fit your schedule. We are heated and air conditioned so visit 
us anytime in comfort. 
 This quarter we had 34 separate donations of arti-
facts totaling 395 items!  We are always delighted to receive  
items, especially with stories we can share.  We  would like 
to receive some photos of the businesses that were located 
along Sunapee Street.  
 People moving into town are often interested in the 
history of their home. Any assistance you can give us, such 
as old pictures of a house or history of past owners will 
help. We are also on the lookout for photographs of the two 
railroad covered bridges in the Paradise Road area.   We can 
copy old photos you are not ready to part with yet! 

NHS Board Members:  Cathryn Baird, Pres.; Jerry Hagebusch, V. Pres.; Larry Cote, Museum 
Director; Jackie Cote, Treas.; Jayna Hooper, Secretary; Priscilla Hagebusch, Arnie Hebert, Rita James, 
Laura McCrillis Kessler, Dean Stetson, Stan Sweeney, Arthur Walsh. 

The Mill Town Messenger is published quarterly by 
the Newport Historical Society 

P.O. Box 413, Newport, NH 03773,  
Museum phone number 603-863-1294 

Call the Museum number above for appointments to tour  
the Museum at alternative times. 

 

Website www.newportnhhistory.org   

Email  newporths1761@gmail.com   

Facebook NewportHS1761 

Scary old-time equipment!  

http://www.newportnhhistory.org/
mailto:newporths1761@gmail.com

