
Newport Historical Society 

Executive Committee and General Membership Meetings 

February 18 – 6:00 PM 

The NHS Museum - Nettleton House 

 
Attendees: Cathryn Baird, Paul Baird, Dottie Collins, Jackie Cote, Larry Cote, 

Larry Flint, Dick Gassett, Jerry Hagebusch, Priscilla Hagebusch, Rita James, 

Laura Kessler,  Dean Stetson, Stan Sweeney  
 

1. Call to order at 6:00 PM by President Baird. Members participated in the Pledge 

of Allegiance to the Flag of the United States of America. 

 

2. President Baird commended Dean Stetson on the wonderful video that he created 

to promote the Society. 

 

3. Treasurer Jackie Cote reported on the “Accounting Summary” from 1.1.13 – 

1.31.13 and the Nettleton House Account Fiscal Year Ending 9.30.13. Report was 

accepted unanimously and was placed on file. 

 

4. Minutes from the January 14
th

 meeting were distributed and will be voted on at 

the meeting in February.  

 

5. Committee Reports: 

 

A. Membership: Follow-up letters were sent regarding membership reminders. 

At present, there are 194 paid memberships. 

 

B. Fundraising: Stan and Jackie are working on design for a new camp mug. 

 

C. Museum Committee:  
Five people have visited the museum as of this time for February 2013. 

 

Three donations were received: painting of Parmalee’s house on Unity 

Road; glass negatives of buildings in town and three photos of buildings 

on Central Street, including the bobbin factory. 

 

The bookcases have been built and now need to be painted. 

 

 

6. Old Business: 

 

A. Amendments to Constitution/Bylaws: President Baird reviewed the reasons 

for looking at revising the NHS’ Constitution/Bylaws and read through the 

document with the membership assembled. Some minor revisions were made 

to the document that was presented. A motion was made and seconded to 

accept the Constitution as amended. Vote unanimously in favor. 

 

A motion was made and seconded to accept the Bylaws as amended. Vote 

unanimously in favor.  

 

 



 

B. Window repair estimate: President Baird reported that Jack Thorson 

believes that the 21 windows can be replaced for under $8,000. The Museum 

Committee will work on putting together certain specifications for the 

windows (glass, style, design, etc.) and will then ask for estimates for the job. 

 

C. Roof estimates: Members are asked to contact Larry with names of 

individuals you think might give estimates for the roofing that needs to be 

done. 

 

D. Museum schedule: Members are asked to sign-up to help at the museum. 

Priscilla mentioned possible docent training and the use of MP3 players. 

 

E. T-shirts: Jackie and Stan met with Bacon Graphics about the t-shirt design. 

The will report on this at a later time. 

 

7. New Business: 

 

A. Marketing strategies: After a discussion about advertising in Image 

Magazine, Jackie made the motion, which was seconded by Rita James, that 

the NHS forgo advertising in Image Magazine this year. Motion passed 

unanimously. 

 

Dean Stetson recommended that the funds be put towards advertising in the 

Soo-ni-pi Magazine. Dean will contact the magazine. 

 

Priscilla spoke in favor of having a Public Relations Committee. She and 

Dean Stetson will be chairing this committee. 

 

Paul Baird made the motion with Larry Flint seconding it, that the NHS 

contribute $20.00 for an 1/8 page ad in the Newport Middle School Yearbook. 

The motion passed unanimously. 

 

B. Business “After Hours”: It was decided that the NHS would like to sponsor 

one of the “After Hours” gatherings around the time of our anniversary or 

around the time that the third check is due (in May). President Baird will 

approach Ella Casey of the Chamber of Commerce, to coordinate the timing 

of this event. The Membership Committee will create a packet of information 

for corporate sponsorships to be distributed during this event. 

 

C. The First National Bank’s Clock: Larry briefed the group on the history of 

the First National Bank’s clock that is now in storage. George Smith 

bequeathed the clock in his will, to the Newport Historical Society. A 

discussion ensued about where would be the best place to display the clock. 

This discussion will be continued at a later date. 

 

D. Sarah “Bobblehead” Hale: Paul Baird shared information from the NH 

Historical Society regarding the “bobbleheads” of Sarah Josepha Hale that 

they have available for sale for $5.00  (regular retail price had been $15.95).  

A discussion took place with some in favor of purchasing some for resale, 

while others had reservations. No decision was made at this time as to 

purchase the bobbleheads. 



 

 

8. Program: The Art of Village Wallpaper “From Trash to Treasure” by Laura 

McCoy, will be held on February 26, 2013 at 6:30 PM, at the Richards Library 

Ballroom. 

 

9. The next meeting will be held on Monday, March 11
th

  at 6 PM at the Nettleton 

House. 

 

The meeting was adjourned at 8:40 PM. 

 

 Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

Laura Kessler 

Secretary 


