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FromthePresident'’s Pen ~ Cathryn Baird T

Pleasejoin ud

“Higoryismalleable. A new cache of diaries can shed new light, and NHS
archaedagical evidence can challenge our popular assumptions’ M onthly

~ Ken Burns .
While reviewing the 2008 NHSsesson, | wasstruck by theindghtful gimpseinto the pegt pro- M eeti ngs
vided by lag season’ sprograms which brought forward the diverse people, placesand eventsin
Newport’shigory. We learned new informetion and some common assumptionswere chellenged OpenTo All
by the following presentetions summersin Newport recollected by Igor Blake; memoriesof
WWII by Newc Hdredge and Larry Zullo; early black settlersin Newport and surroundingtowns || Second M onday
by Rebeoca Courser and Lynn Clark; Newport through the yearsby June Liberman; sacrificesof of the Month

the 12 NH Cavdry asrecounted by Ned Boucher; and awaking tour of the Riverdde Trotting
Park and the Finn Park led by Kevin & Dakota Sxrgent. Workshopson locd ord higoriesand
underganding Newport’ scemeterieshave contributed informetion for future generaionsto build
upon asthey continue the documentation of Newport’srich heritege.

Pleasejoin usin our missonto preservethe higory of this“Mode New Engand” mill
town. Attending our programswill keep Newport’ sunique cheracter and higory dive, and be-

Qugar River Bank
Community Room

November 10

coming amember supportsour continuingwork to aoquire, preserve, and sere diaries artifects December 8
and information o that new light might shine!
January 12
NHOGA Meet ing: Sept ember 13,2008 February 9
The NHShoged the Septem-  pat, NH. Thisoverview of our our cemeteriesfor thisevent. 6:00 pm Historical
ber meeting of the NH Old cemeterieswasfollowed by vidts MM Display
Graveyard Asoditioninthe  tothe Pine Sreet Ead/ Wed, 7:00 pm Meeting

RAL balroom. Thisday-long
event condged of adhort bus-
nessmeeting, apresentaion,
and cemetery vists Many
thanksto NHSmembers Andy

North Newport, and Mgole Sreet
cemeteries Duringthe on-dte
vistsNHSmembersheard basc
how-tosof caring for heeddones
useful tricksto help read eroded

Thelnsde Soop

Andrews Ray Reid, Larry insriptions and common prob- . Qitchr Rrayam
Cote, BrendaCurtisand Mary  lemsin cemetery preservetion. Andy Andrewshd

Lou McGuirefor their presen-  Many thenksto Brian Richardson deciprer an 'taphps - Nenpat Gheet Say
tation onthe Geaiesd Nev  and hiscrew for “gorucing-up” epitepn. . NHSAMUA Megting
Wcnl 1010 takessecond prize - Od HigayRget
When Seven Snith moved WCNL back to Newport’sMain Sreet in 2007 to makeit ahome-town || - MussumNeas

redio gaion, heinitiated the Newpart Historical Sod ety Minute. The Minute broadcessseven .
daysawesk & 8 and 11am, and isagreet suiccess It won second placeiin the NH Association of - Re BidgeUpdie
Broedcesters Golden Mike competition. We thank Seven for the opportunity to sherelittleknown |l . Nenpart Natales
informetion about Newport’shigory, and for providingwindow space for our rotaingpicture dis Hery E BAdain

plays Newport islucky to have such adedicated busnessman interesed in hel ping our town become

avibrant community. Be aureto tunein to WCNL-1010 onthe AM did!
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October Program ..The Cemeteriesof Newport,nh

Many thanksto Kae Nibali
and the Library ArtsCenter for
hoging our October program
on the cemeteriesof Newport,
NH. Ffteen people atended
thisinteresing and informetive
amchar tour of Pine Sreet
Bt and Wed, Maple Sredt,
North Newport, Fine Grove,

and S. Parick scemeteries
Induded wasthe higory of
eech cemetery, examplesof
gavedoneat fromeech, and
informetion ebout funerd
proceduresin early Newport.
BrendaCurtis Larry Cote,
Ray Reid, and Mary Lou
McGuire cregted the presen-

tation. Joedid thanksgoto

Andy Andrewsfor sharinghis |

expertiee aswell asthe many
hourshe gent in the ceme-
teriestakingpictures This
programisavalaleto any
intereted locd organizetion.
Cdl 863-1294 or 863-3147
to schedule an event. mm

A Newport ghost story

Ca 1970

Every morninga Sam1’'mon
thejob, trampingup and
down Laurel Sreet, ddliver-
ingthe EegeTimes My friends
were not asindudrious day-
ingin bed until the very lagt
moment. It'sadaly chd-
lenge, high school Sudents
fighting their mothersfor
those few extraminutes of
deep. But not me, | had
plans gudy hard, work hard,
atend UNH two yearsfrom
now. It waan't eas/ to get up
inthe deep dark every morn-
ing, but a leagt by thetimel
returned homeit wasgray
around the edges

That dl changed one Octo-
ber, jus asdaylight svings
timeended. I'd jud tossed
Mrs Jeckson'spaper onto her
porch, well | might have
mised the porch, but inthe
dark | heerdit hit the gdrs
Asl| turned toward the Fier-
oN's omethingmoved in
thelot jug beyond their
house. | couldn’'t mekeit out
a firg, thought it might bea
dog, hoped it waan't acoy-
ote. Withdl the tak of coyo-
tesintheareg thelag thing|
needed wasto run into one.

| dowed my pace, draningto
meke out exactly whet it was
without cdling atentionto
mysaf. Well, it wean't adog.
Wasit achild?...pulling a

wagon?. .. ared wagon. How
could | seethe color inthe
dark?It wasalittlegrl with ...
with... no head. NO HEAD?I
do not goook eedly, but for a
couple of seconds| wished it
wageacoyote. Those few sc-
ondsweredl| it took for meto
drop my newspaper bag right
there on Fierson'slawn, turn,
and run. | medethefive min-
utewak to my housein two. |
flew through the kitchen door,
dammingit o hard thegant
decor aive wooden knife and
fork onthewadl datered.
Sartled, my mother dropped
the teakettle and screamed
“Marcy! What...” White face,
chattering teeth, Mom'sarm
around my shoulder, | gegoed
for ar. “l... I... youwon't
believe... Up by Ferson's the
beck lot?l saw aheedlessgrl
pullingared wagon. Se
looked graight & me. | don't
know how | know, because,
likel sid, edidn't harea
head. But I'm sreshe was
lookinga ME. Wha doesshe
want with ME?

| drew adeep breeth, flopped
into achar, repedted the gory
morecdmly. “Therewasgay
fog everywhere, and a red
wagon, and aheadlessgir| that
waslooking. .. maybe e was
looking behind me. Maybe up
the hill behind Plerson’s It was

red. But it hadtobea
ghod because of the heedless
pat. | couldn’t see her
dothes but the wagon was
red, with black whedsjus
like Tommy's”

Mom turned to face me,
holding my hends “I don't
know exactly what you saw,
but | do know you saw some-
thing. I've never felt comfort-
ablewadking there mysdf.
Thereused to beafunerd
home on that ot when | was
young, abigold Victorian
with atower onthedde. It
wasdwaysdark becausethe
big porchesshaded the win-
dowsfromtheaun. | never
told you because | didn’'t want
to scare you when you were
little. And | wasgoingto
mention it before you took
the paper route, but | thought
you' d teased me for being
glly.”

“Mom, | can never go out
theredone agan. | can't. I'll
ak Mr. Williamsfor another
route. | don't mind getting up
early and | don't mind walk-
ingdown derk Sreetsdone,
but believe me, I'm never
going near that place agan.”
Thenext day | reported whet
heappened to the palice. | felt
redly foolish when the officer
gmiled digmissvely when |
reached the part about the

little grl having no heed.
When | wrate the Neapat's
Littles Ghogt paper for an
Endish assgnment, it was0
good it got publidhedinthe
Eegethe next Haloween.
Well, | medeit through
UNH — environmenta ecol-
ogy — and moved to Penngyl-
vania My husbend Jmgot a
big, loud, German Shepard
to keep ussein the night.

Mom cdled the other day.
Semsawomean careinto
thelibrary asking her about
the ghog; she thought she
might have seenit too and
wanted more detdls Thank-
fully Jm got the phone and
knew totell Momthat | did-
n't remember anythinge<e,
didn’t want to tak about it. |
waaT't med & Mom, even
though | hed asked her never
to mentiontheincident to
meagan ... but whendm
told me about her cdl, | shiv-
ered. | knew for aure, to-
night, inmy deep, I'll see
that little red wagon...
(Names have been changed to

protect thedeepof ....)
AAI MM

Enall yar Nawpot gt gay:
narylaneg ire@udinal.cam
Shed: Napot guds
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Election of officer sat Annual meeting

The NHScd ebrated the 33rd anniver-
sy of itspresent organizetion on Oc-
tober 13 with adisplay of Newport
atifactsand eection of officers The
annud meetingisheld & the begnning
of October to commemoraethesgn-
ing of Newport’ssecond charter by
Benning Wentworthin the name of
King George Il on October 8, 1761.

Officersfor the 2009 term are Pres-
dent Cathryn Baird, Vice Presdent
Todd Coull, Tresaurer Jackie Cote,
Secretay Harold Perking Museum
Committee Ray Reid, Larry Cote and
Mary Lou McGuire. We extend grest
gopredaion to outgoing Secretary
ChriginaO’ Brien for her very dedi-
caed =rvice Mv

NHSOr al history project isunderway

In April 2008 NHShoged an Ord
Higtory workshop leed by Jo Redner
and atended by fifteen areaHigoricd
Sdeties Asareault of thistraning,
NHShascrdted itsown Ord Hidory
Projet, atemptingto cgpturethe

thoughtsof our senior dtizensreldive
todl facetsof Newport’shigory. To
fadlitete thisproject, NHSrecently
purchased recording/ transription
equipment whichwill dlow transcrip-
tion of the converstions  Ord hidory

interviewswill be gored ontgpe and
paper, and atopica index created for
essy access If you would liketo share
your memoriesof Newport, plesse cdl
Jeckie Cote (863-3105) or Ray Reid
(863-3147) to chedule aniinterview. x

What'shappening at the museum

Many thanksto member and archi-
tect ChridinaO’ Brienwho crested a
floor plan of the museum. Thisesen-

Our inventory isteking much longer then
antidipated. Thishuge task condgsof locating
meterids sorting themwithout lognginfor-

enjoy workingwith computers We
invite the community, fromHigh
Shoal to the Senior Center, tolend
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tid gepin planning exhibit , office metion about the donor, and reviewing the ahand. Feasz cdl the Museum

aessand dorege pacefor higoricd maerid to dedde how to best preserveit. (863-1294) or Larry Cote (863
atifactsprovidesabirdseyeviewof ~ Sncethemgority of our collectionisather  3105) if you can help. Thank you!
LC&CO

thewadls location of doorsand win-
dows furniture, sheving, etc. Un-
fortunaely, thisgpaceisnot condu-
civeto amuseum, whichiswhy it hes
been dosad to the public for some
time. We have alack of hegt inwin-
ter, ar conditioningin summer, and
no handicgpped accesshility.

photogrgphsor written materid it lendsitself
quite nicely to being placed in add free
deavesand threeringbinders After thisgep,
another important task can begin: enteringit
into the PastPerfect databese, whichassgnsa
description and location o it can be found &
alater dae. Wearein gredt need of peopleto

help withthisproject, egpedidly people who

Pier bridge/Wright'sBridgeupdate

Lagt October (2007) Newport received aquote from the engineering firm of
DuBois& Kingfor their portion of the project. It wes
much higher then expected, leavinglessmoney for the
actud bridge work. Dan O’ Neill and committee goent
the next 9x monthsre-negotiating acontract, Sgnedin
June 2008, for amore reasoneble quote. The project is
now in the evduation/ gudy phese. D & Kisgathering
informetion and meking on-dgte viststo both the Fier & Wright’sbridges A full report isexpectedin
December, and the design phese will ensue during the winter of 2009. Condruction biddingissched-
uled for summer 2009; actud work will take place a the end of summer or fal of 2009. All pledges
have been paid and we sncerdly thank dl who helped meke thisproject possble. xc
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New port Notables:henry erastusbaldwin (1815-1855)

Henry E Beldwin, bornin the NH Senate, wasan offi- Maple Sreet Cemetery
Newport on Decenber 19, cer inthe Bogon Customs Gravesite of Henry E and
1815, wasdescended froma House, and findlly served Marcia Gilmore Baldwin
Killingworth, CT family. He Presdent Pierce asprivate

resded a the Church home- Foretary. Hewasadesgner
geedonMan§., thesteof  andengraver, and his1834
today’ sWheder Bock. He engraving of Newport pro-
goprenticed & and eventudly  videsavauable higtoricd
became editor of the Argus record. Badwinisaso noted
then the Lowell Advatise. for publishingthefirg politi-
o Whilelivingin Newport he cd catooninan 1839 isue
Thispolitical cartoon, dravn by 4 the Register of Deeds — of Newport sWip&3ar.
H. E Bddwin, ispatofthe o propgefor Qilliven ‘MM
RichardsFeeLibrary higoricd County. He served asderk of !

collection.
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