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FromthePresident's Pen ~

Cathryn Baird

“Anmos d grurehigayisathingorareastodwayshevduade” ~ Thomas Jefferson

A gmorgebord of higoricd “morsds’ exigsin the NHSMuseum collection, currently located on
the top floor of the 1827 Sullivan County Courthouse.  Yes it isd 0 the home of the Old Court-
house Retaurant! Dedicated Society membersfathfully continue to volunteer to sort and inven-
tory the vagt amount of artifectsand ephemera Entering acquistionsinto adatabase cdled Ped-
Perfect isdefinitely agreat expense of time, but the cogt of preserving the pedt for future generar
tionsispriceless Throughout the yeers there have been many individuaswho have cared enough

to keep the Newport Hidoricd Sodety dive. Thispag year membership has

grown from twelve to one hundred and twelve! Your interes and support is
esentid to the Sdety saudanability. Asthe current Society presdent, | look
forward to continued growth and development. Newport isaplace of beauty,

plessant livingand higoricd richness

Let’ swork together to preserve our “morsd(9) of genuine higory.”

Newport to celebrateits 250t h!

October 6, 2011 marksthe

Emiquincentennid anniversry

of the dgning of Newport's
charter on October 6, 1761.

Hereisan opportunity for
Newportersto come together
to goprecidethe pag, e
braethe present, and look to
thefuture. Do you remember
the 1961 celebration?Do you
belong to one of the ethnic

groupsthat made Newport
grong?Whéa do you mog en-
joy about Newport today?
Cometothe RichardsFree

Library & 6pm on June 3to
contribute your idees This

organizaiond meeting of inter- l

eded towngpeople, budneses
and organizationswill begnto
st the course for atown-wide
cdebrdionin201l. MM

1761 - 2011

Please be sureto attend -
everyone shelp isneeded!

‘ 1911 Newport Bicentennia Hoat ‘

Pleasejoin ud
Monthly

Meetings
OpenTo All

Second Monday
of the Month

Qugar River Bank
Community Room

~—~—~

June 9
July 14
Augus 11
Sptember 8

7:00pm

Over 40 attend

ORAL HISTORY WORKSHOP

Hoged by the NHSand gpon+
sored by the UNH Center for
the Humanitiesand NH Hu-
menities Coundil, thiswork-
shop & the Sugar River Bank
Community Room on SHur-
day, April 19 wasahuge auc-
cess Forty people from New-
port, Croydon, Goshen,
Lempder, Unity, Grantham,
Bradford, Cornish, Newbury,
Claremont, and Sungpee

learned the proper techniques
for tekingan ord higory. Jo
Redner, folklorig, ord higo-
rian and goryteler from Lov-
el, Mane kept her audience
dlbound. Sme of thearess
covered were developinga
practicd plan, maneginginter-
persond dynamics effective
quegtioning, and triggering
memories Ms Redner ad-
dressed thelegd dde of the

ord higory processand gave
tipsonthe crudid sepsto take
ater completing an interview.
BEveryoneleft with enthusagic
plansto begnord higory
projectsin their community.

Thanksto everyone
who helped makethis
day asuccess

X
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April progr am:

Ist NH Cavalry

..Neal Boucher

Newport resdent Ned
Boucher, aCivil Wa re-
enactor, gave awonderful
account of lifeinthe NH Cav-
dryman a the NHSApril
program. Mr. Boucher begen
by removing, piece by piece,
the many layersof there-
quired uniform. Although
grikingy desgned, the wool
uniformweasvery heavy and
uncomfortablein the extreme
outhern heet. He described
how cumbersome it wasto
load gunson horseback, and
demondrated how many up-
pliesone oldier needed Sm-

ply to urvive. The horses
bore the brunt of thisload,
dongwith aheavy ssddle and
theweight of therider. This
resulted in svere svayback
for the horses and many
could only be consoled before
literdly collgpgng from ex-
haudion.

Ned ds0 okein detal
about the generdsin charge
throughout the Civil War and
their grugdesto maintan
morde and keep the oldiers
well fed and supplied. He
decribed the great confuson
a the begnning of thewar in

determiningwhat supplies
werereguired, and whereto
locate them. We saw some
rare and fesdnating photo-
ggohsof mounted oldiers
and dthoughtherearero-
meantic notionsof oldierson
horseback, it became dear
from Mr. Boucher'stak that
it wasan extremely exhaud-
ing and dangerousjob. We

aehumbled to remember the |

srifices of these noble men
who fought for our country.

Thank you, Mr. Boucher, for
afescinating presentation!

co |

N

theRiver sidet

rotting par k..

Kevin Sargent

] Stur-  Suga River andtheold pointedout thel/ 2mile  thelocation of the highjump
day, ralroad bed adjacent to track’ scurve and draght and crosscountry track, and
April 26 Lavdley's Aturnaf the awvay, thelocation of the the“Shack Sack.” The Fnns
wasa century flashbulb, cigar tin -~ barn, and thefinishline. rented theland for $25a

| parfect and horsedhoesaresomeof  Edabliedin 1878, this year, and hoged gorting

b| day for a  thetressureshefound on park wasin operdionuntil  eventsfor Finnish groups

g wakin  dtewithhismetd detector.  1901; areahorseracing from Massechusettsand Ver-

4 the Theefindsingiiredhimto  then movedto Clare- mont.

i woodd  gather persond accounts mont’ sHighland View :

B Naw- and spend many hoursa Farm. Kevin d<o brought \érV;:gaﬁlgol\éerd(Sﬁérge;t‘d ?'z
port native Kevin Sxygent leda the Rd\grds Free Llprar_y usto the place where the on Dakotafor an enjoyadle
tour of theRiversde Tratting ~ Fe¥chingtheRarkishis— Finn Pk weslocated. He g informtive day in the

’ higory of the Park and created the svimming hole,

February Program:black history..Lynn Clark & Rebecca Cour ser
Thank you to Lynn Clark wasacapenter by dayandan  have old fruit and baked terradd marriagesoccurred,
(NHHS and Rebecca avidfiddler by night; goodsa Town Meetings meainly because more young
Courser (Warner HS for Richard Coit sttled on Other blackslivinginthe black men then women were
helping uscelebrae Black Coit Mountain between 1775  Newport areainthe 1800's  brought into town. The chil-
Higory Month! Lynn and and 1790 with hiswife, a were srvantsfor white dren of theseinterradd mar-
Rebeccdsrezsarchof early  white Newport ndtive; familiesand not ligedonany  riegesweretrested more
black NH sttlersisreported  John Reed, aRevolutionary  town cenaus Their chil- favorably because of their
inthe Sring 2007 Higaicd  War oldier, purchesed 50 dren’shirthswere not re- lighter incolor.
NevHarpire Informaionis acresof land near Coit Moun-  corded, ether, leavingan Many of these children mear-
not reedily avalable, but they  tan; inaccurate account of the ried whites losng much of
located the following black Shipyo Page, ligedonthe  black population of thetime.  their black heritage. Some of
stlersintheNewport aea 1796 Croydontax lid, com  Blackswerenot dlowedto  their descendantsmay reman
CharlesHall, exgpedda-  manded an unoffidd black vote, but could purchase in Newport today.
eryinHoridain 1837, and militiagroup andisknownto  land and own livetock. In- CO
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March program:Newport Through The Years.. juneliber man

June Brill Liberman gave a
colorful description of her
Newport childhoodinthe
1930'sand 1940's Sewas
bornin Newport in 1919
and atended locd schools
Grade 1-3 & the Primary
Shoal (the current SHect-
man’'sRoom); 4& 5a the
RichardsAnnex; and the
RichardsSchool. Withno
sowplowsa thetime, driv-

ingacar duringthe winter Newport wasculturdly diverse:
wasprohibited. Mrs Liber- sheknew Anns Poles Itdians
menrecdledthat oneof her  Greeksand Turks Locd ameni-
teechers wholivedin tieswere different, too. Mrs
Sunagpee, dayed withher fan  Libermen recaled her grand-
ily onewinter andwakedto  mother telephoningthe locd
schoal withthe children. grocer, John Condon, to order
Other wintertime activities  groceries Mr. Condon not only
induded diding, asopposed ~ packed up the groceries hede-
to dedding, down Church livered them by horse and
Sreet hill and buildingice buggy. Now that wasservice!
damswith neighborhood kids ~ AsJune shared memoriesof the
At summer camp hedimbed  emtreesdong the Common
Mount Kearssrgeand Croy-  and mindrd showsa the Opera
don Pesk, and rode horses House, she shared many humor-

dongtheroadinthewarm
evenings Backintown, she
hung out with friendson
Main Sreet & Kdly' sDrug
Soreand the Anedoslce
Cream Parlor, which became
the PrisdillaSveet Sop.

ousanecdotes Remembering

thefirg fireengnein town: two
beautiful black horsespulled the

fire wagon, the mog gentle of
animds urtil thefirewhidle
blew!

June seyestruly lit up when e

gooke of dancing, whichis
how she and her friends
oent their aretimein
highschool. Begnning &t
8:30am, they were dlowed
to dance until dassesbe-
gan.... they danced during
their lunch bregk... and
they danced dfter thefind
bell until supper time.
They did the Jtterbug, the
Foxtrot and any balroom
dancetha canedong. The
young people atended
many odid eventsin town,
ome of which laged until
4am. Newport wascer-
tainly different beck then,
and it wasmog enjoyable
to hear thisfirg-hand New-
port higory, and envidona
muchdmpler time!  CO

LittlePrattling Hattie..Infor mation want ed

NHSmember and New-
port native BrendaCurtis
iscurrently resserching
thedory of “Little Prat-
tling Hatie’ whoisbur-
ied inthe North Newport
cemetery. If you have any
informaion to share,
evenifitisjus heersy,
Brendawould gppreciate
your help!

Here ae ome badcs Her
faher JanesBmerson was
bornin Bradford, NH
(1823); her mother, Sxah
Ann Whitcomb of New-
port, wesbornin 1827.
Hattie Franchette BEmerson
washbornand diedin Mas
schusetts (1857 - 1860).
Her gave origndly had an
igngasswindow (now

cemented over) because
dewasdrad of the dark.
Webdieve her hidoryis
aspdaed withthe Jodah
Wekefield place located on
Hetcher Road.

If you know anything about
her family or her gory,
please contact Brendaa
863-1535.

Sring cleaning? Wereinter ested!

Please remember the Higoricd Society when you are deaning out dosetsand atticd
Wewould gpopredate the donation of any Newport itemsyou might find - no metter how in-
donificant they may ssemto you. We aeintereted in any itemsyou have.

Thisquarter we are epecidly focusng on acquiring old dieries journdsor letters Much of

the higory of everyday lifeisonly recorded in these persond documents and they shed light
on the human gde of many locd events

Recent acquigtionsindude adzesble collection from the Dodge family and itemsfrom June
Libermen, such asthe paliticd flyer for FrandsMurphy pictured here.

Pleae cdl Ray Reid (863-3147) or Mary Lou McGuire (863-5119) if you have anythingto

donate.
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Date:
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Address/ City/ Statel Zip:
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Membership Type: __ Individua ($55 ____Family (5 ____Junior ($)
Corporate/ Business: __ Bronze($25) __ Silver ($50) _ Gold ($79 __ Platinum($100) _ Diamond($100+)
Here's my additional donation to the: Museum Fund $ Operating Fund $

Payment M ethod: Cash Check (Newport Historical Society)  Total Enclosed $

Please mail to: N ewport Historical Society PO Box 413 N ewport, NH 03773

New port fir st s:Froman 1846document provided by Ann Tenney

Frd settlers EzaPame-  Hrg churn: madeby JamesD. Wolcott (1813). Frg public house: Ben-
lee, Jes2 Wilcox, UrishWil- Mrs Robert Lane. Fr< birth and first jamin Bragg.

oox, Sephen Wilcox, Benja Ardt taxes compiledby  death: May Willcox 1768.  Hrst woman in town:
min Bragg, AbslomKelcey,  Mrs Benjamin Bragg. Frst malebirth: Nathanie  shared by Mrs Braggand
Samud Hurd, Daniel Dud- Frst sawn board: by Willcox 1769. Mrs Clark.

ley, Boenezer Merritt, 22 EraPamdes. First stagecoach: 1818 Frst framed house: built
Kelcey. Firgt factory: built by Windsor to Boston, by EzxraParmelee

New port Notables:AndrécChéronnet Champollion

Jeen FrangoisLéonce Augin ¢+ Far BEadt. Perhgpsdravnto Harvard sPesbody Mussum.  Sugar
Andre Chéronnet - Egypt through hisfamily ties he  Champollion becamean River
Champollionwasbornin Paris continuedontoIndia endbe-  AmericandtizeninAugus  Farm
on Sptember 20, 1880. The  came 0 enamored with thet of 1904, but enligedinthe  onN.
on of Mary Corbinand René  country thet heplannedtomeke  Frencharmy a theoutbresk  Man
Chéronnet-Champollion, his it theubject of hisfuture pant-  of WWI. Hishopesaf be- Sredt.
gandfather wasAudin Corbin  ings Returningto America he  cominganinterpreter never  Ame-
Il and hisgrest-grandfather was Sudied four yearsa the Art meteridized, and here- morid
Jeen Francois Champallion, SudentsLeagueinNew York  maned aprivaefromOcto-  tree
decipherer of the Rostta City. ber 1914 to March 1915. was Andre Champolion
gone. Hisfaher died in New- ; : ; Refusng promotiontoa planted 1880- 1915
portin 1886, NSO e Jocp wepre of ity MO ks hefoundwarto - onthe
in Parisin 1892, After their 0~ ddter of damate be mordly panful and ever  Common by hiswidow, but
degthshelived withthe Austin | - Knox Hisonly child, a tudly regretted hisenlig- no longer exids
Corbinfamilyin Newport and gy e wasbornin 1900, " ment. Champollion saw little Chempollion considered
New York City. Champollion wasapralificpho-  2tion, andwaskilled oon iy ooyt Hishome, and pent
Mr. Champollionattended 8. tographer of thepeopleand & DANGSLIOtNEFTON. 1y o ime o the Biue Moun:
Paul'sSthool and Harvard Col- placeshevisted, andthenegee  Crampallionisburiedin o pyeq Hiswar letters
lege, hisgandfather'sdma tivesof histripto Indiaand Ti- ~ Fetona BoislePrétre. arein the RAL higtorica ool-
meter. He graduated from bet in 1908-1909 are a the C'.ted for bra/qy, here- lection. MM
Harvardin 192 withthein-  RichardsFreeLibrary, The ~ evedtheCroisdeGuerre. N

tent of becomingaportrat  notebooksand photographsof  Hisfamily home, Ut by sars ead it W s o
panter. Hisfird worldtour in  thisjourney, andtherealting  Audin Corbinfor hisdeugh-  many, 1920; Peabody Museum; NHS
1902 focused onthe Near and  paintingsand drawings area  ter Mary, isthe ste of the Resear ch.
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