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Ebenezer Allen

Larry cote

You never know where you will
find an interesing Sory about
omeone from Newport, New
Hampshirel Onarecent triptoa
rare book deder in Vermont to
purchesethe 1891 diary of JW.
Parmdlee, | wasintroduced to
Ebenezer Allen. | knew nothing
gbout him until the book deder
mentioned he had two docu-
mentssgned by the Secretary of
Sae of the Country of Texes
Newport netive Bbenezer Allen.
| purchesed the Paamelee Diary
for the Museum, drove home,
and immediately went to
Wheder’'s Higay d Neapat to
look up Bbenezer Allen. Sure
enough, hewasright thereinthe
Genedogy sction. Bbenezer
Allenwasbornin 1804, the on
of David Allen who kept alarge
farm and hotel on the Goghen
Road. He graduated from Dart-
mouth Collegein 1826, then
dudied lav with Amesa Edesin
Newport. Upon being admitted
to the bar Ebenezer moved to
Orono, Maneto practice law.
There he married SAviaMorse

of Skowhegan, Mane. Sme
timein the 1830 sBbenezer
moved to Texas where he be-
came active in many aressof this
developingterritory. In 1844
he became Soretary of Saefor
the Country of Texasunder
Anson Jones He assged Jones
in framing the termsof annexa:
tiontothe UnitesSaes In
1848 Bhenezer wasingrumen-
td in securing the cherter for
the Gavedon and Red River
Railroad Company. In 1850 he
promoted and managed the
Hougon and TexasCentrd
Railway. From 1849to0 1853 he

srved as Scretary Generd un-
der Governor Peter Handorough
Bdll. Boenezer aupported seces
gon and entered the Confederae
Frvice a the outbreek of the
Civil War. Hedied in Virgniain
1863.

Even though Bbenezer Allen
came fromagmel New Hamp-
shiretown, he played acentrd
rolein Texsshigory: asit be-
caneacountry, then adae, and
it’ ssacesson from the Union.
Boenezer isjud one of severd
noteble people from Newport,
New Hampshirewho mede their
mark in UShigory.

Allen Homesead on Route 10 South
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Pier bridgeupdate

JackieCote

The Fer Bridge Presrvetion
Project jud took agiant legp
forward! On December 28,
2009 the project went out to
bid after 21/ 2 yearsof ste
vidts engineering gudies and
cose oollaboraion anong the
Town of Newport and Sx dae
agencies At timesprogres
was hampered by chengesin

personnd within the Sx agen-
des downszng, holidays
vacations dck time, and changes
in Federd policy which wasret-
roactiveto dl ongoing projects
involving Federd highway
money. The deedline for bid sub-
misson was January 27, 2010.
Contractor avardswill be made
by mid-February. Wesather per-

mitting, work should beginin
March, and the project work is
projected to ledt goproximaely
16 weeks Further progress
will be reported in subssquent
newdetters Again, our mog
dncerethanksto everyone
who contributed time, money
and support to thismog wor-

thy project.
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If wallscould talk....

Mary Lou McGuir e

If thelongwinter monthsare getting you
down, here' sanintereding project to
carry you through to goring! Uncover the
higory of your house by invedigatingits
achitecture anditspeople.
Architectural History: When invedi-
getingthe architecturd higory of ahous,
pay atention to the land and outbuildings
aswed| ssthe main ructure. Get to know
the different architecturd eras 1ook for
technologica advancementsin building
meterids ingoect the different partsof
your gructure, and gand back to teke an
overd| look & the relationship of theland
to the Sructuresupon it. When ingoecting
theinterior of your house, you need to
note the materids condruction techniques
and finishesthat were used. Remember
thet theinterior of ahouseisrenovated
and updated more frequently then the ex-
terior. In many casesonly evidence of
early interior condruction will be found.
People History: Knowingthe higory of
the people who lived in your house can
shed light on the building suse and socid
heritage. Some of the quedionsto ek are:
Who wasthe origind owner?What role
did he/ she play in the community?Did any
higoricd eventstake place withinthewdls

of your home or on the grounds?Often the
changesmede to ahouse indicate changing
family needs usudly occurring et thetime
of amarriage, birth or desth. Ressarching
the people associated with aproperty may
provide duesfor any bregksinthetitle
chain. For many peoplethe sodd higory
of ahouseismore important than the archi-
tecturd higory.

Here' salig of attivitiesto help you begn
your exploraion:

Architectural History:

1. Survey outbuildingsand ste

2. Survey the exterior for foundations
chimneys roof, wals doors windows
(placement, styles saehes panes

3. Survey theinterior: floors wdls cell-
ings trim, doors hardware, fireplaces
dairs cabinets dosts heating, plumbing,
eectricd, ligting

People History:

1. Tracethe chan of title

2. Tdk to past owners neighbors and
older resdentsof town

3. Research probaerecords

4. Invedtigate family genedogies
5.Conault censusrecords people, agricul-
turd and manufacturing schedules

6. Research newspapers busnessdirecto-

ries mgps photographsand podcards
published higories church, funerd
home and cemetery records

Gotoour webdgte

(http:/ / www.newportnhhigory.org/ )
to accessthe complete Quideto Disna-
ingtheHiday d Your Hauseand dick on
Research & Genealogy. Youwill find
more detaled information to help you
through the gepsliged here sswell as
dde, locd, and online resources You
may a0 contact the NHS(863-12%4;
newporthsl761@gmail.com) for asds
tance. Happy Hunting!

Sources Green, Basy J DispwingtheHigay d
Your Hauseand Your Neghtorhood. Senta Monica,
CA: SntaMonicaPress 2002. HoueHigay
Chaldig. Kensss Higoricd Sciety.
http:/ / www.kshs org/ genedogids househis
torychecklig.pdf  Light, Sdly. HoseHigaies A
Quideto TradngtheGaed agy o Your Hare
McAleger, Virginia ARddQuicetoAraican
Hauss New York: Knopf, 1984.

Pine West Per sonalit

ies:charlesseamans

brenda curtis

CharlesSsamanswasthe sonof Rev. Job  poundscaeh and thirty seven poundsin labor
Seamansof New London. Hewasamuch  and grain and other produce” plusmoving ex-
loved school teacher and tdented carpen-  pensesif he would come to New Hampshire
ter, and caneto Newport & theageof 19 and servetheir community. He wasknown as
“aminiger of the Gogpel” and served asPegtor

to help build the firg meeting house.
Duringitscondruction Charles

dipped fromthe roof, fell 27 feet and
landed on hisheed. He died shortly there-
ater on dune 26, 1793. Rev. Seamans
never completely recovered fromtheloss
of hisson. Although Cherlesisburiedin
Newport’sFine Sreet Wed cemetery, the
reg of hisfamily isburied in the Old Man
Sreet Burid Ground in New London.
Reverend Job SsamanswasaBaptis minis:
ter and moved hisfamily to New London
from Attleboro, MA in duly of 1788, when
Charleswas 14. Theinhebitantsof the
andl villege offered Rev. Ssamens“three

inNew London for thirty nineyears

Inscription

In Memory of M’ Challes
Son of the Revd Job
Ssamansof Newlondon
and M's Sxah hisWife
Who on the 26" of June
1793 fdl fromthe Plae
of the Meseting houf eand
expired in4 hours aged
19 Yearsand 10 Months

Behold and see asyou paf sby

Asyou aenow fo oncewesl
Asl annow you foon muft be
preparefor degth and follow me
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New port’'sbeginnings Mary Lou McGuir e

The earlies human inhabitantsof thispart of New Hampshire settled dong the banks of the Connecticut River. Although no direct
evidence of inhebitation hasbeen found in Newport, higorianssurmise they passed through thisareawhen usng the Sugar River as
adirect route of travel between Lake Sungpee and the Connecticut River. Daing to 4000 yearsago, documented evidence identi-
fiessettlementsin Claremont & the mouth of the Connecticut River and on the shoresof Lake Sungpee from the Sone Age until
ater European contect. Over timethe earlies hunter-getherersformed extended family units which eventudly becametribes At
thetime of Euiropean contact the native people of the Connecticut River Valey were part of the Abengki Nation. The aurvivd of
these native people depended on their aaility to adgpt to environmentd change, and thisinnate flexibility dlowed them to adjugt
totheinflux of European sttlers However, they had no immunity to European disesses and by the time the earlies sttlerscame
to Newport in 1766, ninety-eight per cent of the netive people hed died. Many of the remaining nétive popul ation moved north to
Canadadter fighting, and loang, with the French during the French and Indian War.

Fort No. 4 & Cherletown, NH wascon-
dructedin 1743 to protect sttlersduringKing
George sWar (1739-1748). Incorporatedin
1753, Charlegown remained an outpod until
dter the Revolutionary War, servingtravelers
dongthe Connecticut River from Canadato
Connecticut. Fort No. 4 wasthe supply base
for Newport'searliet sttlers providingda
plessuch asHt, flour, tea, coffee and tobacco.
A committee gopointed by the Proprietorsand
comprised of Sephen Willcocks Robert Lane,
John Craneand Issec Kelcey 11, met & Fort No.
4in1765todlot thefird sharesof land, locate
atown plot, and plan Newport' sfuture roads
Inthefdl of thet year 3x men fromKilling-
gg;mggﬁeﬁg;ﬂ{gﬁ&ﬁggg Max R. Kaufmannillugtration from MisiontoFat Na 4

woodsto gart dearing the land. They were Deacon Sephen Wilcox and hissonsPhinessand Jesse; brothers Absdlom and Jesse
Kesey; and ExraParmeee. From Newport, thetral to Charlezown begen near today’ sintersection of Hm and Pine Sredt, fol-
lowed Unity Road to Golf Club Roed, then
turned wed a the end to alocation near the
base of CdlsHill. Thetral continued south
over PikesHill to the Unity line, ran over
WeedsHill in Unity and on to Cherletown.
In 1766 it wasvoted to open acart road dong
thistral, which became Newport’sfirg road.

Courtesy of Gail Brown

Sources. Oh, Andrea “The Peopling of the
Upper Conneticut River Vdley.” TheNevHanp-
direAdeedagg; Caduto, Miched. ATimeBdae
NevHanpdire theSay d alLland and Native Ro
pes TheHigayd theFat a Na 4. TheFort &
No. 4 Living Higory Museum; Higay d Chedire
and Sulliven Gourties Whedler’ sHigay o Neapat;
NevHanpdireAgusand Spetata. 20 June 1902,
Nenpat Toan Rexrds Sate' sCopy Vol. 1, 22;
Andler, Kenneth. MisiantoFat Na 4. Hanover,
NH: Regiond Center for Educationd Traning,
1975.
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New port Notables:joseph Warren par mel ee 1818 - 1892

mary lou mcguire

EPILOGUE

Sme Sx-soore yearsago, where Newport dands
A howlingwildernessheld dl the lands

The Sugar, pouringfromitscrydd lake,

Wild, idle, resolute through bush and brake,
Chanting or shouting fromitsrocksand fdls

To echoing hill-gdesand lone foreg hdls

And thus hed poured and roared Snce time began
And “wood or grasshed grown or water ran.”

At length the men of Killingworth gopeared,
And sound of axe and anvil’ sring washeard;
They builded damsacrossthisrusiing gream
And dack of millsdigurbed itsancient dream;
And next, inold colonid guise gopesr,

The preacher, doctor, treder intherear;

And thusour avil higory begen,

Ingpired by water-power and power of men.

How well those hardy yeomen wrought and planned
In building, sawing, grinding, dearingland,

How well they plied their tradesand withwhet art
The women oun and wove and did their part

In founding homes and making much gad awild,
Where, neer till then, had gentle womean amiled,
Though daughtersof the wigwam hed been there

In Smple vesmentsand dark, shining hair.

The growth of thisour town, asnow gopears
Resolvesthe progressof ahundred years
And of the variousinteressconcerned
Onwhich afar progperity hed turned,
Have we not gaed dl?It now remans
Todosetherecord - edimaethe gans-
And bid good gpeed in unpretentiousrhyme,
The chip now cad upon the gream of time.

Josph W. Parmelee, grandson of origind settlersCaptain EzraParme-
lee and Sybil Hill, wasborn in Southville (PollardsMills) in 1818. Edu-
cated in Shool Didrict 1, Newport Academy and Kimbdl Union Acad-
emy, he begen adult life asamerchant in Newport, moving southto
Charlesown, South Cardlinain 1847. Foroed back north by the Civil
Wear, helived and worked in New York City until hisreturn to New-
port in 1879.

John W. Parmelee married FrancesLLittle, deughter of Newport’sfirg
het meker AmosLittle, in 1859. Activein town &fars he d<o pursued
interegsin poetry and higory. He diedin 1892 and isburied inthe
Meple Sreet Cemetery.

ARk a Nenpat, NevHamphire1842-1843, the excerpt from hisdiary
transcribed by Andy Andrews can befound a the RichardsFree Li-
brary. It contansintereging commentsabout lifein Newport during
those years and d<0 hasthe erliest known map of Newport, hand
dravn by Pamelee. BALOGUE histribute to the sttlement of New-
port, can befound in the 1886 publication Higay d Chedireand Suliven
Qurties

Sources. Wheder’ sHigay d Newpat; Higay d Chedireand Sulliven Gounties NH.
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